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COAL-HEAVER's CONFESSION: - 


BELIEVE, that every man who is enlicht. 
ened, to ſee the fellowſhip of the galpel myſtery 56 


enabled to receive it in the love of it, who is 
bleſſed with enlargement of heart, acceſs to God, 


and freedom with him in prayer, is delivered from 
the yoke and bondage of Moſes's law, in every 
ſenſe of the words: he is free born, a ſon of the free 

woman, made free by the ſon of God; is a free 


citizen of Mount Zion; has a granted right to all 


the privileges of it ; and is an heir of God's 
' eternal kingdom. God the father appointed his 
(on to proclaim liberty to him: the ſon has made 


him free: the ſpirit of the Lord is in him, and 


there is liberty, The truth has made him free, 
nànd he is free indeed; and free he muſt remain, 
unleſs he abuſe his liberty, or ſuffer blind guides 

to entangle him again with the yoke of bondage. 
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IBELIEvx, that every one that ned into this 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, is 
à ſanctified hearer of the goſpel, and an evangelical - ” 

doer of the work of faith—being bleſſed in 0 
deed. And, whoſoever ſends this free man to the 
binding law of Moſes, as his only rule of life, ſends 
Him to the only place to which he can ſend him, to 

have him curſed in his deed: for, as many as are 

of the works of the law, are under the curſe. 


Y ner, that whthbers is the ſaint”s only rule 
of life, that the ſaint is under that rule; ſubject 
to that rule, he muſt be obedient to that rule; 
1 walk by that rule; work by that rule; and live 31 
that rule. And, if the law of Moſes be that rule, 6 

the ſaint is under the law; ſubject to the law: his 
obedience is the obedichbe of the law; he walks 
in the letter of the law; his works are the works 
of the law; and he that does theſe things con- 
tained in the law, /hall live in them. And, if this 
be true, the miniſters of the letter are right : Mo- 
ſes's diſciples, and all the miniſters of circumciſion 
who oppoſed the goſpel, were the only orthodox 
men; and, conſequently, all the apoſtle's was 2 
againſt them were N and unjuſt. 


l BrLIEvVe that the goſpel furniſhes the believer | 
with every thing he wants; and with his only and 

all- ſufficient rule of life als; or elſe, he could not, 

with propriety, be ſaid to be under grace, ſubjed to 
the goſpel, obedient to the faith, a walker in newneſs 
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7 * THE COAL-HEAVER's CONFESSION. 5 


ef li ife, a worker of righteouſneſs by faith, and one 


Who lives by the faith of the ſon of God. 


I BELIEVE, has a true ſervant vo the Lord, is 
called a miniſter of the ſpirit, a miniſter of Chriſt, 
a preacher of the goſpel, and an ambaſſador of 
peace; a ſteward of grace, and an evangeliſt ; and 
that every one who enforces the neceſſity and ſuf- 
ficiency of the ſpirit, that makes Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord all in all, as Paul did, preaches the goſpel 
in all its branches, and makes full proof of it; that 
'enforces peace between God and conſcience, by 


faith in a faviour's blood; holds forth the word of 


life, as a good ſteward of the manifold grace of 


God; and who leads people unto Chriſt Jeſus, en- 


ae union with him, liberty in him by the Spirit, 
a cloſe walk with him, heavenly mindedneſs, and 
joy and peace in believing, are the perſons who 
have a right to the above titles, and none elſe, 


I BELIEVE, that the reaſon of ſo many perſons mak 
ing ſhipwreck of their confeſſion of faith, and apoſta- 
tifing from their profeſſion of it, is, becauſe they 
had no other bond to hold them to it but the 
bondage of the law ; nor any other rule to walk 
by but the commandments. Had the bond of 
everlaſting love got hold of them, and Paul's goſ- 
pel rule of eternal life been given them, I believe 
it would have been otherwiſe. 8 


1 BELIEVE, that love is the Rrongeſt cord of the 


law of the ſpirit of life; and, that aun 10 } 5 WA "Ry | ü 
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the ſtrongeſt tie of the law of nature. The for- 

mer keeps Chriſt and the church together; the 
latter keeps kings and ſubjects, fathers and fami- 
lies, together. Where the former is wanting, apoſ- 

tacy is certain: where the latter is wanting, the 
kingdom and the houſe will ſoon be divided. 


1 BELIEVE, theſe words, To have, and to hold, 


from this day forward, for better for worſe, in fick- 


neſs and in health, to love and to cheriſh *till death 
us do part; is as binding a law as letters can mak e; 
and is a rule to be obſerved by every married cou- 

ple as long as they live; nor can the woman be 
looſed from that law, till her huſband be 9 5 3 
then, but not till then, 1 is ſhe tree. 


I BELIEVE, that no. couple fulfil this covenant en- 
gagement, or live up to this rule, but thoſe who, 
in heart, ſincerely love one another : for, if love 
works no ill to a neighbour, it can work none to 
a wife or huſband, who are the neareſt, and ought 
to be the deareſt, of all neighbours, 


IBELIEvx, the only reaſon of ſo many divorces 
in the world, unfaithfulneſs, inconſtancy, and 
eacherous elopements among married people, is, 
becauſe they have no other yoke than the letter of 
their covenant: no binding ties to keep them 
within bounds, but that ; no rule to live or walk 
by, but the law of marriage; which is too weak, 
through the luſt of the fleſh, to make ſome men 
conſtant ; ; 
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conſtant; and too weak, through the f. ſam 5 le, 


keep ſome wives either chaſte or a 


I BELIEVE, that whire there are the EN ties 
of mutual affection, my lady will never abandon 
her lord, nor yield to the intrigues or artifice of 
the worſt of thieves; tis for the want of this, that 
his grace's eye is not ſatisfied with his ducheſs, and 
for the ſame reaſon my lady is as — in her 
lord*s bones. PRov. Xii. 4. 


I BELIEVE, that thoſe who make the law of Moſes 
their only rule of life, muſt ſtand or fall, live or die, 
by that law, when they appear before him to 
whom wvengeance belongeth ; and thoſe who die vio- 
lators of the law of marriage, ſhall have their ſhare 
of that cup; for God is the avenger of all ſuch. 


I BELIEVE, that a congregation gathered by legal 
preaching, will ſoon be ſcattered by the ſame ; for, 
if the kingdom of God ſtands not in word, which 
gives no life, it can never ſtand in the letter, 
which miniſters death, 

I BELIEVE, that a preacher of morality (as it is 
falſely called) to a lifeleſs people, is, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of the words, the dead burying their dead: or, 
as the burial ſervice ſaith, it is committing body and 
foul both to the ground; tis adding aſhes to aſhes, and 
duſt to duſt ; nor can any aſſurance or certain hope of 

@ bleſſed reſurection riſe from thence. | | 
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the law lawfully, nor the goſpel evangelically ; they 
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I BELIEVE, that the preacher who abandons the 
goſpel will ſoon be abandoned by the elect of God ; 


and thoſe of his own caſt who ſtick to him, will do 
but little to ſupport him: the preacher begins in the 


ſpirit, and ends in the fleſh: the hearers begin in 
the letter, and end in the world. | 


I BELIEVE, there is no real morality to be found in 
any of the children of men, but in thoſe who are 


quickened by the Holy Ghoſt, who is the ſpirit of 
| holineſs, of faith, of power, of love, and of a ſound 
mind; for, if all the law and the prophets hang 
upon theſe two points, love to God and our neigh- 
Hour, there can be none of this morality in a carnal 
mind, which is enmity againſt God and his law; un- 
leſs it can be proved that purity ſprings from filth, 


holineſs from ſin, love from enmity, activity from 
death, or obedience from rebellion. Paul calls 


human righteouſneſs dung and droſs. 


I BELIEVE, the reaſon why Paul loved the law of 
God after the inner man, was not owing to any 


act of kindneſs or favour received from the law, 


but becauſe he war renewed in the ſpirit of his mind 
by the Holy Ghoſt, who put God's law in his heart 
and wrote it in his mind; which made his mind 


heavenly, and filled him with life and peace. ö 


I BELIEVE, that thoſe who yoke the believer with 
Moſes's law as his only rule of lite, neither handle 


are 
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are neither faithful to Moſes, nor faithful to 
Chriſt; neither to faints nor to ſinners. Not 
faithful to Moſes, becauſe they do not ſhew his 
accufations ; not to Chriſt, becauſe they do not 
make him all in all; not to the believer, becauſe 
they ſend him from Mount Zion, where all his 
real friends are; nor to the bond children, be- 
cauſe they do not ſhew them their ſtate z but by 
applying Zion's privileges to them, make them 
ſtage-players in the city of God, till God diſcovers 
what they are ; and then the hypocrites in Zion are 
afraid, and cry, Who among us ſhall dwell with 
devouring fire? Who among us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings ? 


I BELIEVE, that the liberty of the goſpel is as 
great an oppoſite to the bondage of the law, as 
life 1s to death, light to darkneſs, love to hatred, 
mercy to wrath, or ſalvation to damnation. 


I BELIEVE, that if the goſpel of Chriſt be not a 
ſufficient rule of life for men to believe in, be obe- 
dient to, and live and walk by, that men would 
never be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of God, and from the glory of his 
power, for want of a knowledge of him, and 
obedience to the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I BELIEVE, that when God ſaid, © This is my 
beloved ſon, hear ye him,” it implied, that 
Chriſt is our God, our head, our law-fulfiller, 

a | B | king 5 
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king, and ruler; and that all the words of this 
king and ruler to his ſubjects are not killing 
letters; but that the words that he ſpeaks are ſpirit and 
they arelife ; and that the works of the law are the 
works of the fleſh; and that, if the fleſh profiteth 
nothing, the works of it profit leſs : that which 
is born of the fleſh is fleſh, which cannot inherit 
eternal life; but that which is born of the ſpirit 
is ſpirit, and is the earneſt of our future inhe- 
ritance. 


I BELIEVE, the term uſed, © The law is the only 
rule of life, is the ſame in the mouths of ſome men 
as the word influenza is in the mouths of ſome 
gentlemen of the faculty ; it implies every thing, 
but fixes nothing. A perſecutor is influenced by 
Satan, a covetous man by Mammon, an unclean 
man by Belial, an idolator by Moloch; the word 
influenza implies all theſe ; yea, it reaches to every 
thing which influences the bodies or ſouls of men, 
whether in heaven, earth, or hell, for they are all 
under ſome influence. The ſaints are under the 
law of the ſpirit of life and love in this world, and 
ſo they are in heaven, for eternal life and eternal 
love can never fail ; and ſinners are under the law 
of fin and death in this world, and they are 
under the guilt of fin and the ſecond death in hell; 
and he that can fix theſe two laws upon one 
ſubje&, is the moſt likely man to fix the diſorder, 
called the influenza, upon ſome particular com- 
—_— Po | 
6 I BELIEVE, 
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I BELIEVE, that mingling the law with the goſpel 
afforded the firſt twig for the whore of Babylon to 
build her neſt on; ſince which ſhe has made room 
for the whole ſuperſtructure of juſtification by works, 
| works of ſupererogation; a ſuperfluity of merits for 
others. —Fleſhly penances, human mediators, and 
carnal works, are all in all with them ; Chriſt is only 
mimicked by Antichriſt, and his goſpel ſerves 
only as a catchpenny, or, as a ſnare to entangle 
and murder the ſaints of God, who dare to oppoſe 

the craft by which they get their wealth, 


_ I BeLIeve, that enforcing the law as the be- 
| hever's only rule of life,” is the only footing that 
Arminianiſm ſtands upon. Human righteoul- 
neſs can never be eſtabliſhed upon the goſpel of 
Chriſt, for therein is the righteouſneſs of God revealed, 
and his righteouſneſs only. The doctrine of free- 
_ will, can never ſtand upon the myſtery of God's 
ſovereign good-will to his ele&; the doctrine of 
final apoſtacy can never be eſtabliſhed on the 
doctrine of everlaſting life and love; nor can 
the ſyſtem of fleſhly perfection find any footing on a 


fa of glaſs that makes manifeſt the councils of the heart. 


L BELIEVE, that the covenant of promiſe bilo to 
the heirs of promiſe ; and that the miniſtration of the 
Spirit is ſent with power to none but to the heirs 
of eternal life; and that the goſpel reveals the 
righteouſneſs of God to all thoſe that are predeſti- 
nated to Be called, juſtified, and glorified. There- 


3 4 fore, 
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fore, to preach a pure goſpel, that reveals God's 
righteouſneſs, and no other, a goſpel that ſets forth 


the Saviour as the believer's all in all, and to en- 
force and maintain ſubjection to the goſpel of 


Chriſt, and an experience of the life and power of 
it, obedience to it, a life, walk, and converſation 
in it, to inſiſt on the fruits of the Spirit, the 


works of righteouſneſs, the works of faith, and la- 


bours of love, is the only way to be uſeful to God's 
elect, and the only way to glorify Chriſt. This 
doctrine ſets aſide at once all Arminianiſm, and 


all Arminians or bond children, and fixes them on 


their own covenant with the reſt of the world, 
and under the commands and threatenings of that 


law on which they build, and to which 1 look 


: for righteouſneſs and perfection. 


I nELIEvE; "that all ene religion, all courts of 
inquiſition, all the dignity and authority of ſpiritual 
lords over God's heritage, all trains of ceremonies 


and human forms of godlineſs, have no foundation 


in the unconditional promiſe of eternal life, nor 
in the Spirit's powerful influence on the ſouls of 
God's elect: all theſe things muſt ſtand on ſome- 
thing like © the doctrine of the law being the only 


rule of life.“ Hence, we hear of a church, and of 


an holy religion, by law ęſtabli iſhed, in diſtinction 
from anothef, which is ſaid to be built not by might, 


nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of 


hoſts . 


I BELIEVE, 
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1 BELIEVE, the doctrine of the law being the be- 
liever's only rule of life, has been of uſe to ſeveral 
ſorts of men, though it has afforded neither life nor 
help to God's elect. The whole code of tithe laws 
muſt be fixed upon ſome law by which all tithes, 
revenues, offerings, fees, &c. are extracted, or, 
exacted rather. There is no authority to get theſe 
things from carnal men by the goſpel ; but, by law 
they can get them, if not by fair means, they. 
can by foul ; for, like Eli's ſons, they can zake them 


' by ana 


1 BELIEVE, the goſpel never allows any true mi- 
niſter to take the charge of a whole pariſh; nor 
yet to take carnal things of carnal men, unleſs 
freely offered—an ambaſſador of peace is not to 
go from houſe to houſe : where he carries peace to 
a a fon of peace, there he is to abide, eating and 
drinking ſuch things as are ſet before him; if he 
ſows ſpiritual things, he is to reap carnal things. 


Wan preachers bring men to the name of the 
Lord our God, the Holy One of Iſrael, agreeable to 
the prophecy, the ſuppliants are to come, bringing 
their gold and ſiluer with them, Is Al. 60. 9. as was 
fulfilled in the apoſtle's days, when they had con · 
verted ſouls to Chriſt by their miniſtry, the wealth 
of their converts was laid at their feet. 


1 BzL1zve, the doctrine of the "SY as a rule of 
Toys has been of uſe to many miniſters, fitted, po. 
ſhed, 


obliged to enforce the law as the only rule of life, 
in order to keep people together; for, if a church 
be not in the preacher's heart to live and die with 


that uninſpired men enforce Moſes's law to be- 
once they can blind a ſimple people, benumb their 


others, fix a few goſpel notions in their head, and 
fill them with a carnal rage (under the name of 


work is done, and the people are united, not by 


by theſe means the ſubſcriptions of the people are „ 


bond of peace, or the unity of the fait. , 


. 
44 
1 
+ 
J 
: 
: 
' 
= 
1 
; 
4 
#2 
i) 
[ 
14 
1 | 
+ 
Y 
1 :If 
- 1 
9 
al 
1 
l 
$ 
2 
} 
? * 


5 


THE. COAL-HEAVER's CONFESSION. 


14 


liſhed, ſent out, and ordained by men; ſuch being 
ſenſual, having not the Spirit, they have been 


them, and if the preacher be not made manifeſt by 
God's Spirit in the conſcience of the church, they will 
be renting and ſplitting ; therefore, it is needful, 


Hevers, or elſe dwell perpetually on the commands 
of Chriſt, or on the laws of his houſe ; and when 


conſciences, ſtifle their convictions, brace them 
with ⸗bigotry, arm them with malice againſt all 


zeal) in behalf of the law as the only rule of life, 
telling them it is fulfilling all righteouſneſs, the 


the girdle of truth, or bond of ww,” but by the 
yoke of prieſtcraft. 


I BELIEVE, that by this yoke of prieſtcraft legions 
are ſhackled and bound to the preacher's pews, 
his table, his miniſtry, and his community; and 


ſecured alſo, without the bond of eternal love, the 
I BELIEVE, that no preacher has any authority, 


or power, 10 confine me to his miniſtry, meeting, 
table, 
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table, or community, any longer than he can ſhew 
himſelf approved unto God, a paſtor after God's 
own heart, who feeds me with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, and who goes before me both in judg- 
ment and experience; or can ſay, as Paul did, Be 
ye followers of me. 


I BELIEVE, that the yoke of prieſtcraft is as gall- 
ing as the yoke of Moſes ; and keeps men under as 
great bondage to the fear of man, which brings a 
ſnare, as Moſes's law does to the fear of vengeance, 
which brings the fears and ſnares of death. 


IBI IE V, a poor alarmed finner eagerly catches 
this kind of doctrine, being, as the wiſe man ſays, 
one of thoſe ſimple ones who believe every word; 
but if ever the Spirit of God comes upon ſuch, 
theſe yokes are like Sampſon's cords, they fly like 
tow; and as ſoon as ſuch a bird is eſcaped out of 
the ſnzre of the fowler, the meſſengers and mem- 
bers of ſuch churches will purſue him, perplex 
him, and hunt him, as bad as ever Saul hunted 
David, or Moſes's law hunted the awakened ſin- 
ner when under the arreſts of divine juſtice. 


I BELIEVE nothing to be obedience to the faith, 
but that which 1s done in faith ; nor any thing to 
be a fruit of the Spirit, but that which the Spirit 
leads a man to, and helps him in the performance 
of; nor any thing to be a work or fruit of righte- 
_oulnels; but that which is done by perſons in a 

juſtified 
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juſtified ſtate, and under the influence of the faith 


of God's _ by which the elect are 7 


I BELIEVE, that every man who appears in a pulpit 
among the faints of God, in the character of a ſer- 


vant of Chriſt, a miniſter of the Spirit, or a 


ſteward of the grace of God, while in an uncon- 
verted ſtate, is one of the greateſt and worſt of 
all impoſtors, little inferior to Antichriſt, Simon 


Magus, or Balaam. 


1 BELIEVE, that he is the greateſt enthuſiaſt in this 
world, who, in a public pulpit, lays claim to the 
Spirit and grace of God, and counterfeits his di- 
vine influence to beguile people into the belief 


of it, while he is altogether deſtitute of both; 


for he deceives ſinners, he deceives himſelf, and 


tries to deceive even the elect of God alſo. 


3 BELIEVE, that a man who allows no claim to 
be made on Chriſt or his goſpel, but on the foot- 
ing of what he calls a good, meek, or quiet 
temper, would exclude Jeremiah, Jonah, and 


Elias, if not Moſes, Paul, and Job, and all the 


elect of God. 


I BELIEVE that man to be of the moſt quiet 
temper, where the ſtrong man armed keeps poſ- 
ſeſſion of the palace and his goods in peace—for 
they are at eaſe in Zion ; but thoſe who are at war 
with the world, the fleſh, and the devil, or, like 

{hes e Jonah, 
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Jonah, three days and three nights in the deep, are 
ſuch adverſaries to Satan, that he will not let them 
be at peace in the fleſh—ſuch muſt have tribulation 
in the world, and ſeek peace only i in the Saviour. 


* 


1 BELIEVE, that every man who boaſts of the 


excellency of his temper, or of any other branch 


of fleſhly perfection, is a ſtranger to Chriſt, and 
deſtitute of all true holineſs. When Job ſaw the 


Lord, he cried out, I abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes! 


When Iſaiah ſaw him, he faid, Woe is me, for I am 
undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips! When 
Daniel ſaw him, he ſaid, all his comelineſs wvas turned 
to corruption, and he retained no ſtrength. — And it 


any man come to me, ſays Chriſt, and hate not 


his father and his mother, yea, and his own life 


alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. 


ELN, that the man who loves his ſovereign 


in his heart, and ſincerely prays for him in private, 
where no eye but God's ſees him, is as loyal a 
ſubject in God's account, as he who riſes early 
and never bleſſes him but with a-/oud voice; or 


any other who continues his circular motion under 
the Org influence of the Rxols Donum. 


I BeLizve, that all perſons who put out their 
money to build or fit up chapels for the goſpel, 
in hope or expectation of making eight, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty per cent. of their money, are the worſt 
of uſurers, and are trading with a commodity that 
will one day ſink-them in eternal inſolvency : 8 5 
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if a wſurer is excluded from the citizens of Zion, 


PS ALM xv. what muſt his ſtate be who waters the 
root of all evil with unlawful intereſt, by making 
merchandize of the bounties of heaven. 


* 


- I BELIEVE, there never were but two ways to hea- 
ven and glory ;—the' one is by works, the other 


by faith. The firſt is, F thou wilt enter into life, 


keep the commandments. The ſecond is, We that 


believe, do enter into reſt. Theſe are the only two 


ways that ever God opened; the man therefore 
that attempts a middle way, walks in a way not cat 
p, JER. xviii. 15. or wanders in a wilderneſs 


where there is m0 way. 


IBELIEVxE, telling country tales and old wives 
fables in a pulpit, is not feeding people with know- 
ledge and underſtanding, nor bringing things from 
God's treaſures, new and old, but has a tendency 


to make people more like Athenians than Chriſtians, 
ſeeing they are trained up to hear and tell ſome new 
thing. 


* IBzLIEVE, that all ſpouting-clubs, alias diſputing 


ſocieties, kept up by graceleſs men for the fake of 


ſixpence per head, can never be vindicated by the 


account we have of Paul's diſputing in the ſchool 
of one Tyrannus ; it is caſting pearls before ſwine ; 


it is calling for the judgment of this world upon 
thoſe myſteries which God has hid from the wiſe 


and prudent : no good man dares thus to tempt 


God; and a fool of no underſtanding is forbidden 


to 


- % 


* 
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to take God's covenant in his mouth : itis making 


| ſport, clapping hands, and cauſing clamorous ſhouts 
where faith and reverence ſhould act, which, tis 


to be feared, will one day end in weeping, wailing, 


| and gnaſhing of teeth. 


I BELIEVE, that *tis one thing for a man to begin 


in the Spirit, and another eng, for the Spirit to 
begin in the man. 


I BELIEVE, that every man who begins in the 


Spirit, or with the goſpel, will certainly end in the 


fleſh, and under the law ;—man makes nothing per- 
fect, and the law makes nothing perfect: the law 


will ever veil the carnal man, and the carnal man 


fect; the 


will ever veil the goſpel: the goſpel is a lamp that 


' burneth, and they muſt be children of light that 


bear it. There were but three hundred in Gideon's 


days, out of thirty thouſand, that were allowed to 


bear the lamps and pitchers, and cry, The ſword of the 
Lord and Gideon ; and theſe were men that would 
not bow their knees for a draft of water, much leſs 
to Baal or Mammon. 


I BELIEVE, that wherever the Spirit of God be- 
gins a wotk of grace, he carries it on. What 
God pony fo it is done for ever, all his work is per- 

pirit is a well of living water in the be- 
never, that ſprings up into everlaſting life; the 
Comforter abides for ever, he ſhall never depart 
from the ns ſeed, world without end. 


C 2 I BELIEVI, 


{ 
2 
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I BELIEVE, that real morality, according to 


Paul's doctrine, is charity——the end of the command- 


ment is charity, out of a pure heart, a good con- 


ſcience, and of faith unfeigned; and though to 


have pity on the poor and relieve their diſtreſſes, are 


the beſt performances that the children of nature 


are capable of, yet a man may give all his goods 
to feed the poor, and his body to be burnt, and be 
deſtitute of charity, FRY deſtitute of real 


| W 


I BILIEvE, that Paul could boaſt of human per- 
formances as much, if not more than any man 
living; he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, one of 
the ſtricteſt ſe& of the Pharaſees ; touching the law, 
blameleſs; concerning zeal, perſecuted the church— 


and theſe things he counted gain; but when grace 


reached his heart, he counted theſe things loſs, yea, 
dung and droſs, and palms them upon his igno- 
rance and unbelief ; but neither 1 Ignorance nor un- 


belief is the root of real . 


I BELIEVE, that tis one thing for the holy com- 
mandment to be delivered unto a man, 2 PETRR, 
ii. 21, and another thing for God to put the holy 
commandment in his mind, and write it on his 


heart ;—the former ſtands by his own faithfulneſs, 
to what is delivered to him; the latter ſtands on the 


faithfulneſs of God to Chriſt and his ſeed, being 
within the bond of the everlaſting covenant ; 
the former muſt nee the holy commandment de- 

livered 


* i 
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livered unto him; the latter is kept by 1 the mighty 
power of God through faith to ſalvation. 


I BELIEVE, that Herod heard the preaching of John 
gladly, and did many things; but thoſe make a bet- 
ter end than Herod who hear the goſpel with ſad- 
neſs, and are convinced that they can do nothing; 
ſeeing the God of truth declares, without him we can 
do FROUNNg, but through him Paul could doall things. 


2 BELIEVE, that the man who preaches up the 
redemption af all the world, is a ſtranger to the 
application of redemption. If he were to preach 
particular redemption, or the redemption of Zion 
only, he would exclude himſelf ; but univerſal re- 
demption takes in all the human race, conſequent- 
ly the preacher among the reſt ; yet it is but a tot- 
tering foundation after all, becauſe we read of ſome 
being in hell already, and not one there but what 
gives the doctrine of univerſal redemption the lie. 


_ I BELIEVE, that our preſent forgers of the doctrine 
of the reſtoration of devils, are a kind of mediators 
that require very extraordinary qualifications ; the 
Jewiſh mediators, ſuch as Moſes, the high prieſts, 
the judges, prophets, &c. were Jews; they were of 
the Jewiſh religion, and ſtood not between God 
and the world, but between God and Iſrael only. 
God appointed them to the office, and qualified 
them by his Spirit 20 fand in the gap. 


I BELIEVE, that Chriſt took on him the ſeed of 
Abraham; che children of promiſe being fleſh and 
blood, 
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blood, Jeſus himſelf took part of the ſame ; he 
was made fin for us, and made perfect through 
ſufferings, and became a molt bleſſed and ſuitable 


mediator _ between God and his ele& Iſrael ; not 


between God and the world, for his mediatorial 


kingdom is not of this world; he prayed not for 


the gamer he has not revealed His myſteries to 
the world; he redeemed his ſheep (not the h 
nor does bis intercede for the world. 


2 1 


1 BELIEVE, that all the mediators whom the 
papiſts have made, were of their own faith and 
profeſſion, and that none of them were ever em- 
powered by the Pope to ſtand between God and 


| heretics; their interceſſion or mediation is con- 
fined to the whore of Babylon only. 


* 


I BELIEVE therefore, that the forger and de- 
fender of the reſtoration of devils, muſt be quali- 


fied for his mediatorial office by being partaker 


of the nature of devils ; he muſt be of the pro- 
feſſion of devils; he muſt have fellow/hip, not only 


with the unfruitful works of - darkneſs, but with the 
workers alſo; he muſt have fellowſhip with devils, 
1 Cor. x. 20, if he becomes a mediator and a 
miniſter of a congregation that is in the depths of 
hell, Prov. ix. 18; without the above qualifica- 
tions he is not fit for his office; for he cannot be 


touched with a feeling of the Tali infirmities; 
nor can he have univerſal charity enough to ſym- 


pathize with and condole them; all the earthly 
6 mediators 


os 
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mediators that God appointed, were compaſſed 
with infirmities as well as the people. A 


I BELIEVE, it will be a hard taſk to find one 
text in the Bible which allows a man to take upon 
. himſelf that office, and equally as hard to apply 
one text for the. reſtoration of devils ; ſeeing the 


1 Almighty ſays, Unto you, Omen! I call, and my 
voice is 40 the ſons of men; they muſt therefore ſay, 


5 with Saul the e king, I forced myſelf into this office. 


I BrLitve, that theſe advocates, for devils do 
not allow Satan that ſhare of ſerpentine wiſdom 
which the Scriptures apply to him; for if Chriſt 
is to reſtore all things, both devils and damned 
ſouls, to the favour of God, the devil muſt be a 
mere fool to tempt ſo many ſaints to blaſpheme 
the Saviour; and a bigger fool ſtill, to wiſh to 
deſtroy him from the pinnacle of the temple; 
for if Satan could have deſtroyed the Great Re- 
ſtorer, what would become of his reſtoration ? 
This doctrine, contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt, 
repreſents Satan as divided againſt himſelf ; and 
if ſo, either his kingdom or his reſtoration muſt. 
fall: Satan muſt be divided againſt himſelf, or elſe 
be ignorant of this myſtery of his reſtoration ; and, 
if the devil be ignorant of it, tis a myſtery to me 
where theſe advocates for the devil got it. 


I BELIEvs, that man muſt be a maſter of arts, 
who can fix any time, either in the purpoſe of 
| heaven, or in his own brain, when the devil's 

everlaſting 
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everlaſting chains under darkneſs are to be broken; 
when the puniſhment with everlaſting dęſtruction 
from the preſence of God 1s to have a period ; when 
thoſe who ſhall awake to everlaſting ſhame and 
contempt are to be glorified ; when the eternal law is 
to be repealed; when the jots and tittles of it are 
to fail, and the Saviour's words paſs away; when 
the irrevocable decree of reprobation is to be diſ- 
placed; when the eternal damnation that Chriſt 
ſpeaks of is to ceaſe ; the ſentence which is paſſed be 
recalled ; the gulph fixed be removed; the /moke 
wohich aſcends for ever and ever blow over; and 
when thoſe to whom Chriſt ſays, Where I am ye 
cannot come, are to come where he is; and when 
this device and knowledge that ts fetched from the 
grave and hell is to take place. 


4 BELIEVE, that he had need be a maſter of 
languages, and'a maſter of arts too, who dreams 
of times and periods after the deſtruction of the 
world, ſeeing all beyond is vaſt eternity. | 


' I BELIEVE, that the forger and defender of this 
doctrine of the devil's reſtoration, and the power 
which authoriſes and influences this ſort of inter- 
ceſſors, is the father of lies himſelf, who keeps 
poſſeſſion of theſe his advocates. and his goods in 
peace; but ſhould grace reach their hearts, and 
the hour of temptation follow that, after they have 
been winnowed in Satan's freve, as Peter was, buf- 
fetted by the devil, as Paul was, or have their 


Saen family, my and ſoul, Tn by him, as 
Job 
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fob had, they would ſoon quit, if they did not 
curſe, their office; for they would find work 
enough to make their own calling and election ſure ; 
and, conſequently, would leave the devil to ae 
his own cauſe, and ſay, with Paul, We are not is: 


rant of Satan's devices; and counſel others to 
have no fellowſhip with devils. 


I BxLIEvx, that the Pope; who is the founder 
and upholder of purgatory, received (agreeable to 
Scripture) his ſeat, power, authority, and doctrine, 

from the devil himſelf; and I believe, thoſe that 

are trading with the doctrine of devils reſtoration, 
received their lies from the Tame father. 


_ T BeLIEvs, that the apoftles' doctrine is daily 
fulfilling, which faith, © In the latter days many 
ſhall depart from the faith.” And I believe, that 
our modern hypocrites are awfully fallen from 

the honeſt confeſſion of their anceſtors; The 


ancient hypocrites were afraid, and ſaid, Who 


among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire? who 
ſhall dwell with everlaſting burning? But our 
ſtage-players intimate, that they were in great fear 
where no fear was; for there is no ſuch thing as 
nnn buralng, 


- BELIEVE, that the confeſſion of hs ct 
hypocrites in Zion contained the words of truth 
and ſound doctrine; that there really are ſuch 


things as devouring fire and everlaſting burn. 


ings where the wicked ſhall go, As the Saviour 
ä faith, 
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faith, Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire,” 
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N 1 BELIEVE, that thoſe who aſcertain the death 
A of this never dying worm, and the going out of 
this wnquenchable fire, have not properly con- 


erdained of old ; yea, for the king it is prepared ; 
he hath made it DEEP AND LARGE; the PILE 
thereof is fire and Much woop; the BREATH 
of the Lord, like a fiream of brimſtone, doth kin- 
dle it, Isal. xxx. 33. When all the withered 
branches of fallen Adam are caſt into this To- 
phet, all the veſels of wood and of earth, which 
Paul calls veſſels to diſhonour, together with 
every corrupt tree, and every fruitleſs fig- tree, 
made to be taken and deſtroyed, and the breath 
of AL MIGHTY Go kindling in theſe thickets of 
briers and thorns, we may well ſay, with the 
| 3 prophet, This funeral pile conſiſteth of fire and 
22 much wood; and that man had need be a maſter 
= languages who reſolves the Saviour's queſtion 

about this ſubje& — If they do theſe things in a 
green tree, WHAT SHALL BE 'DONE IN THE DRY? 
LUKE xxili. „ 


1 1 that if the words everlaſting 
deſtruction, tormented for ever and ever, eter- 
nal damnation, c.“ have no other meaning 


— 


Marr. xxv. 41. that is, into hell; into the fire 


dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, Manx 
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than a limited time, that © eternal life, everlaſting 
love, everlaſting ſalvation, and ſhining in the 
glory of God's kingdom for ever and ever,” muſt 
have a limited time alſo; and the everlaſting 
God, the eternal God, who lives for ever and 
ever, may ceaſe to exiſt at ſome certain period 
too. 'The words which aver the eternal exiſtence 
of God, fix the eternal ſalvation of the elect, 
1. and the everlaſting doom of the damned; there- 
| fore, if this goal delivery for devils could - 
be proved, there is nothing certain; for the — 
very kingdom of heaven might be moved. — © 
A ground of hope in the depths of bell would 2 
make e pillars of heaven tremble. Rees of 


I BELIEVE, that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 4 
the kingdom of God; and that ſuffering under the 4 
curſe of the law in hell, can by no means be cal!- 2 
ed obedience to the precepts of the law, any 1 
more than condemned ſinners curſing their king 


and their God, can be faid to be fulfilling all 
Tighteouſnels. 


- | BELIEVE, that no men are ſo proper to carry 
on the public buſineſs of ſpouting, and diſputing 
about the glorious myſteries of Cod in the afſem- 
blies of the wicked, as thoſe who have had their 
enmity ſtirred up, their rage inflamed, their con- 
ſciences ſeared, and who have received a ſavour 
of death unto death, by ſitting under the goſpel. . 
Theſe men move in their proper element ; for = 
they were of old ordained to this condemnation ; 

| but 
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but for men that have any reverence of God, cofi- 
ſcience towards him, knowledge of the truth, or 
love to it, to tempt God, and grieve his Spirit, 
by attending upon the ſcorner*s chair, and fre- 
quenting the aſſemblies of hypocritical mockers, act 
quite out of character, and will make a deal of 
hard work for conſcience another day :—God tells 
us to let the potſherds ftrive with the potſherds of 
the earth; theſe pitchers that have been broken 
at the fountain, and are to be ſunk in the pit, cant 


never be of any uſe to God's ele, Men whom 


Chriſt in a «ay of judgment has blinded, from 
a2 hm God has hid the myſteries of his kingdom, 


can be no better judges of the doctrines of the 
; goſpel than a drove of Lapland witches. 


IBILIEvE, that the wiſe man had ſome mean- 


ing, when he ſaid, The lips of a fool fwallow 
up himſelf ; for ſome men, by diſputing againſt 


“ God's making any man to be damned,” are 


ripening themſelves for damnation, yy tus : 


againſt it. 


Tus ends the CoardHraven' 8 Conrsssiox, 


written, ſigned, and publiſhed by 


W. Hoxrhe rer. 8. 8. 
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